Scout Campout Planning Notes:

Set the date and communicate it early.  Many parents have several children or lots of activities going on the weekend and must know 3 months ahead of time to be able to make the fall or spring campout dates.  Call the state park or what ever you chose 4-6 months before the date.  Make the reservation and let leaders and parents know the date and location as soon as possible.  Print maps and directions for handouts and post them on the web, make sure the den leaders have them.  Put the leadership cell numbers on the handout in case someone needs direction help.  

Pick a camp location that is a maximum 2.5 hours drive (1.0 to 1.5 hour drive is better) from Copeland to get the best attendance.  Several scouts will go on Saturday mid-day or afternoon after sports or other activities if it is a reasonable drive.  Pick a quality site the boys and parents will remember, for some boys this may be their only campout of the year.  The ideal location would have an open area for games and belt loop activities, trees for shade, lake for fishing, creek area, hiking trails, bike trails, horseback riding, and campfires are allowed.

Because of work, Saturday morning activities or just young ages of the boys, typically only about 5-10 families camp on Friday night.  State parks will allow you to reserve a different number of sites for Friday night than Saturday night.  This saves the pack some money.

Saturday night will get about 50% to 80% of the pack total count historically.  Reserving sites with water is a must; with electricity is an option that costs a little more.

Traditionally the sponsoring patrol supplies the Saturday lunch for the entire pack (scouts, parents and siblings). Keep it simple and something the boys will like, it is not just for the adults.  If you do hot dogs maybe offer an alternative for adults and boys that don’t like hot dogs.  Bring stuff for peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for an alternative for the picky eaters or for super hungry boys.  

The pack typically has reimbursed for the lunch cost of the sponsoring patrol.  The sponsoring patrol buys, stores and prepares all lunch items including drinks.  A water cooler and a cooler of Gatorade is a good hydrating alternative to cokes (cheaper too).  Drinking cokes all day will dehydrate the boys.

Encourage dens to have a Saturday night meal together with one or two grubmasters “Boy Scout Style” with the other adults having cooking or clean up duty.  Get the boys to help if they are old enough.

Money collection has typically been done by Den Leaders.  The dollar figure is a leadership decision, in the past the cost has been approx $4 to $5 per family per night camped.  The state park has an additional fee at the time of entry, the pack has typically not paid this fee.

Belt Loops, (done by host patrol) traditionally done after lunch around 2 PM. Usually, we have had three belt loops.  Pick ones we have not done in a while.  Schedule the belt loops by rank, so that tigers are not mixed with webelos if it is not appropriate.  Give about 20-30 minutes per belt loop and rotate them through, most adults will help if you ask.  Get the pack roster and create a legal sized spreadsheet will all scout on lines and the belt loop activities as columns, that way you can just check mark when they complete the activity.  Copy and give this to awards buying volunteer.

Encourage kids and ADULT leaders to have skits and appropriate jokes for the campfire.  A flag retirement ceremony is an option.

Have an agenda on the handout for times and activities.  Allow some time Sat or Sun for den activities.  Consider a Saturday morning activity (i.e. something easy-we visited the Sam Houston statue one year) and a Saturday night activity (night hike with flashlights, star gazing, astronomy belt loop). 

Give the boys some free time; this is probably what they will remember the most.

Keep them safe, and let them have fun outdoors.

